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JUNE NEWSLETTER 2022

Dear Parents/Guardians,

T

A big thank you to all the staff in our school for working so hard over the past year.
You are all so lucky to have such dedicated teachers and SNAs in St. Declan’s who
always try their best to make learning as interesting and as fun as possible. We
want to say thanks to all our parents who have worked hard with us as a school this
year. Thank you to all the boys and girls in our school for working hard with their
teachers and parents over the past year. They have been a credit to all of us. We
would like to acknowledge the dedication of our hardworking Parents’ Association
who under the guidance of Caoimhe Gore and her team have been working hard all
year. The PA handed over a grand total of €15,000 to the school at the graduation
ceremony from fundraising events over the past year. A huge thank you to everyone
who supported all of our fundraising events. Sincere thanks to our Board of
Management for working throughout the year on updating policies and assisting in
the overall management of the school. We will be carrying out various upgrade
works in the school over the Summer and we will update you on progress in the new
school year.

—

Thanks is also extended to Maria Price, mother of Amelia Price Room 20 for her
donation to the school through the volunteering programme run by Intel Ireland. Intel
has donated a grant of $1,050.00 for Maria’s volunteer hours this year. We are very
appreciative of this sizable donation.
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Book Rental

Thank you to all parents who have paid their book rental fees. Parents who haven’t
paid can still pay online by following the link payment request sent to all families via
Aladdin. All book rental materials will be distributed in the new school year. All book
lists were emailed to families via Aladdin but they are also available to download on
our school website www.decsash.ie.

Welcome +o

RCl) Jonior  Infants

Junior Infants 2022-2023

We welcomed our three new Junior Infant classes to St. Declan’s for their induction
day on the 15th of June. We look forward to them joining our school in the next
academic year. The Junior Infant teachers for 2022-2023 will be Ms Coote Room 26,
Mrs Mc Cormack Room 12 and Ms Doran Room 13.
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Active Schools Week

We had a very busy week in St. Declan’s for Active Schools Week All classes
participated in skipping workshops with Mark Mc Cabe from Skip N Rope. We had
our Junior and Senior Sports Day which was enjoyed by all. The PAran a very
successful cake sale on the Junior Sports Day. A number of our teachers helped out
during the week with different sporting activities. Ms Jenkinson and Ms Brogan took
some classes for dancing and Ms O’Halloran facilitated yoga classes. Our 6th
classes took part in a rugby blitz with St. Mary’s NS and our GAA coaches from
Donaghmore/Ashbourne GFC were in coaching. Thank you to Mr Farrell (Sports
Coordinator) and our Active School Committee for organising the week. It was a
huge success.

Congratulations to Danny Crowe from Ms Brogan’s 4th class who recently won a
gold medal in community games playing hurling and he is now on the team
representing Meath in the Leinster Aldi Community Games 2022. He will play on 3™
July in the next match to represent Meath. We wish him the very best of luck.
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Huge congratulations to our boys and girls football teams who got to the final in
Parnell Park on the 31st of May. The boys won the final against Holy Family SNS
Swords. Our girls played a tough match against Gaelscoil Na Cille Ashbourne but
were beaten on the day. We are so proud of the achievements of both teams. Our
boys football team were victorious in the Cumannn na mBunscol Division 1 League
final against Duleek BNS in Pairc Tailteann on Saturday the 18th of June. What a
year it has been for St. Declan’s !!!
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A special mention to Daire Mc Mahon from Ms O’ Donnell’s 6th class who won Spirit
of the Final award for his performance with the boys football team in Pairc Tailteann.
Daire attended an awards ceremony in Dunganny along with the other winners from
each match .
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We rounded off the year of sport with a medal presentation in the yard for the whole
school to celebrate the efforts of our basketball, athletic and football teams. Sean
Tyrell, a past pupil of our school came in to present the medals. We finished off the
ceremony with a whole school dance version of the Macarena.
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Thank you to Ms Gallagher, Ms Ryan, Ms Moran, Ms Murray, Ms Molloy, Ms Curran,
Ms King, Mr Mc Keown, Ms Kelly, Ms Conway, Ms Jenkinson, Mr Lydon, Mr Barry,
Mr Farrell, Mr Mc Loughlin, Michael Deegan and Mr Melia who volunteered
throughout the year to coach and mentor different teams in our school. We are so
lucky to have such dedication and commitment to promoting sport in St. Declan’s.

Whole school Macarena performance

https://youtu.be/4QWpzzFkA3Q
Freed from Desire performance

https://youtu.be/2nM_umYre4M
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Music Generation

Our 3rd and 4th classes have been working very hard all year to learn the violin.
Michelle from Music Generation comes in every Monday to teach the children and
they bring the violins home to practice. Thank you to our Parents’ Association who
have contributed towards the cost of the lessons. We were treated to a performance
last Monday the 20th of June in the PE hall and the parents of the 3rd and 4th class
children were invited to the show. Afterwards the children in 4th class performed
some songs with Mr Mc Keown and Mrs O’ Rourke as part of the school choir. Take
a look at them in action:

3rd Class Music Generation performance

https://youtu.be/Ty3TgC5DSQQ
4th Class Music Generation performance

https://youtu.be/DYDvh47si1A

4th Class choir recital Jailhouse Rock

https://youtu.be/SXu-Ovg3SeQ
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Dec’s Got Talent 2022

Congratulations to all the children who took part in our Dec’s Got Talent show last
week. We really enjoyed the show. It was hosted by Mr Barry and Ms Gallagher, our
judges- Ms Carey, Ms King, Mr Melia and Michael Deegan. The level of talent was
incredible and we were blown away by the creativity and confidence of all the
children who took part. We had a combination of singing, instrument playing,
dancing, rubix cube tricks, hurling skills and gymnastics. The judges had a very
tough decision to make after all the acts performed but they eventually agreed that
the new and upcoming act prize went to Lili Medhat from 3™ class Room 5 who
gave a fantastic performance of the song “Flying High Osprey”. The overall winner of
Dec’s Got Talent 2022 went to Arian Angustia from 6" Room 7 with his amazing
piano performance.Thank you to Mr Mc Keown for coordinating the event. It was a
fantastic day of entertainment. See our school website www.decsash.ie for full
details.

Arian Angustia Dec’s Got Talent Winner 2022
https://youtu.be/KZzF6xqUEko

Lili Medhat Dec’s Got Talent Upcoming Act Winner 2022
https://youtu.be/SFS4KdOiRgM
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Good luck to our eighty eight 6" class children as they move on to a new stage in
their lives. We had their graduation ceremony for them with their parents in the PE
hall to acknowledge their eight years with us here in St, Declan’s. Congratulations to
Ruby Melia Skopinski, Jake Pollard, Chloe Garrigan, Eoin Tannam, Mia Carberry,
Jason Ston, Maja Slifierz, Arian Angustia, Ellie Sweeney, Alannah Dagger, Luke
Walsh and Aaron Byrne who received nominations for Pupil of the Year award. Well
done to Eoin Tannam who won the overall award. Also congratulations to Gerard
Tyrell Foran, Luke Keegan, Chloe Doherty, Sophie Flynn, Chloe Michaels, Mikolaj
Mocek, Daire Mc Mahon, Eimear O’ Connell, Alex Kelly, Shane Morrissey, Daisy
Szpara and Connor Valentine who were nominated for Spiortsperson of the Year.
The overall award went to Chloe Doherty.Well done to Eimear O’ Connell, Chloe
Michaels and Aaron Ennis whose attendance for the past eight years has been
superb. Daniel Mc Mahon won the overall attendance award for outstanding
attendance during his eight years in St. Declan’s. Thank you to the four 6" class
teachers Ms O’ Donnell, Mr Melia, Ms Lydon and Mr Farrell for their dedication and
hard work with their classes and to all the teachers and SNAs who have worked with
these classes over the past eight years. We wish them all the very best of luck in
secondary school and we will miss them all in St. Declan’s. See our school website
www.decsash.ie for full details of the graduation ceremony.

Graduation June 2022 Song Memories https://youtu.be/M3Qlc78p198

New School Year 2022-2023

We finish school tomorrow the 30th of June. Children can wear their own clothes
tomorrow. Children in Junior Infants/Senior Infants (and their siblings) will go home at
12 noon. Siblings will be sent to the relevant infant classrooms for 12 noon and can
be collected from the Infant exterior doors. All other children in 1st to 6th class will go
home at 12 15pm. On behalf of all the school staff (teachers, SNAs, secretaries,
caretaker and cleaners), Mrs. Collier and | would like to thank parents and guardians
for your support over this past year. Thank you to all the staff and all the pupils for all
their hard work throughout the year. We are due back to school on Wednesday the
31t of August. We wish everyone a safe and relaxing break.
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Cian Kearins Cathy Collier
Principal Deputy Principal
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