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ST. DECLAN’S NS NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 2021 

                      
Staying Safe Online                                                                                                

Garda Barbara Kelly from Ashbourne Garda Station spoke to our 5th and 6th classes 
in relation to staying safe online and issues relating to online bullying. Her message 
to the children was to tell a friend, a parent or a teacher if they have any issues. We 
encourage parents to monitor the use of online activity for all children. Mr. Kearins 
also sent a letter via Aladdin to all parents regarding this topic.  

Ashbourne Historical Society                                                                                            

We were delighted to be presented with the gift of five copies of a book Ashbourne 
landscapes, lives and lore. The book comprises of a well researched series with over 
100 photographs and many articles enlivened by interviews and anecdotes with local 
residents past and present. Members of the Students Council from 6th class joined 
Mr Kearins to accept the books on behalf of our school. Thank you to Jack Holmes 
from Ashbourne Historical Society who presented the books. We look forward to 
using them as part of our unique local history.  
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Science Week                                                                                                                                                                      

Science Week took place from November 8th to 14th. The core theme for Science 
Week 2021 was ‘Science Week - Creating our Future’ Science, technology, 
engineering and maths all play a huge role in our everyday lives and in our economy. 
Science Week was an opportunity for us all to engage with the science all around us. 
All classes participated in lots of different science activities and experiments which 
were posted on our school website www.decsash.ie. Well done to all the class 
teachers for working so hard and preparing fun experiments for the children. A 
special thank you to Emma Byrne (Mum to Cian Byrne in Room 10 and Evie Byrne in 
Room 13) who joined us via zoom to speak to our 3rd and 4th classes about her work 
as a scientist. Emma works for a company called MSD which is a leading global 
biopharmaceutical company based in Clonee. The children asked Emma some very 
interesting questions.  Thank you to Ms Mc Enroy for co-ordinating the event. 

Students Council 2021-2022                                                                                                                                                                     

St. Declan’s National School feels that the pupils should play a positive role in their 
school life. We set up our Student Council on a yearly basis to help to achieve this. 
Pupils from Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Classes were elected by secret ballot to take a 
seat on the Council for the duration of that academic year. The elected pupils are 
required to be active participants in the Council, they must attend meetings regularly 
and participate in school activities throughout the year. During council meetings 
issues on the agenda are discussed.  Some of these issues are then brought to Staff 
Meetings for further deliberation. As well as bringing matters to the Council for 
discussion, the members are required to report the outcome of meetings to the other 
classes. Ms O’Halloran and Ms Crehan will coordinate the Students Council this 
year.  

Students Council 2021-2022 
4th Class Ms Mc Gee Room 9- Estella Kaltan and Ashton Dillon                                        
4th Class Ms King Room 10- Ben O ‘Donovan and Emily Thomas                                    
4th Class Ms Brogan Room 11 – Aaron Orohoe and Chloe Molloy                               
5th Class Ms Carey Room 2- Lee Byrne and Kaia Tracey                                        
5th Class Mrs Brick Room 3- Sam Molloy and Nicole Delahunty                                    
5th Class Mr Mc Keown Room 4- Samara Michaels and Cian Abbey                                  

http://www.decsash.ie/


St. Declan’s National School 
Bourne Avenue, Ashbourne, Co. Meath - A84KT02 

School Roll Number: 19486K 

Charity Number: 20201057 
Phone: 01-8350594 

www.decsash.ie 

Email: info@decsash.ie 
Twitter: @decsash 

Principal Teacher: Cian Kearins      Deputy Principal Teacher: Cathy Collier 

 

   

  

6th Class Ms O’ Donnell Room 7- Kristopher Chadha and Ellie Sweeney                            
6th Class Mr Melia Room 8- Ruby Melia and Ryan Lynch                                               
6th Class Ms Collins Room 24- Summer Bevan Keane and Sean Ryan                                   
6th Class Mr Farrell Room 25- Arabella McGuire and Shane Morrisey 

Students Council 2021-2022 

 

 

Meath Team Visit                                                                                                                                                                   
Last Friday we welcomed Aoibheann Cleary and Maire O’ Shaughnessy from the 
Meath Ladies Team to St. Declan’s. The Meath Ladies achieved All Ireland glory by 
beating Dublin earlier this year.  We are also thrilled to welcome Seán Tyrell back to 
our school as a member of the triumphant Meath Minors squad who also captured 
an All Ireland win. Seán was a pivotal member on our school football team when he 
attended St. Declan’s. As part of the celebrations the children wore their county 
colours of green and yellow. Junior Infants to second classes formed a guard of 
honour while classes 3rd to 6th went up to the yard to welcome the girls and Seán.  
It was a great day and we all really enjoyed it. Thank you to Aoibheann, Maire and 
Seán for talking the time to visit it.  Who knows we may have future members of the 
Meath Team in St. Declan’s who will be bringing back the silverware in years to 
come. Thank you to Mr Farrell our sports coordinator for organising the event.  
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Ukulele in Room 4                                                                                                               
Mr Mc Keown’s 5th class Room 4 have been busy the past few weeks learning how 
to play the ukulele. They are learning the chords first. They hope to play Silent Night 
by Christmas. 
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Parent Teacher Meetings                                                                                                                                                                          
Thank you to all parents for making the effort to attend the parent teacher meetings 
via phone this year. If at any stage during the year you have any concerns regarding 
your child(ren) please feel free to make an appointment to talk to your child’s class 
teacher by ringing the school office to arrange it.    

 
Code of Behaviour                                                                                                          
The code of behaviour is the set of programmes, practices and procedures that 
together form the school’s plan for helping students in the school to behave well and 
learn well. The code of behaviour helps the school community to promote the school 
ethos, relationships, policies, procedures and practices that encourage good 
behaviour and prevent unacceptable behaviour. The code of behaviour helps 
teachers, other members of staff, students and parents to work together for a happy, 
effective and safe school.  We are currently reviewing St. Declan's N.S. Code of 
Behaviour and as part of this process, we are seeking parental input and feedback. 
This feedback/input will be collected via an online questionnaire which will be sent to 
you. In addition, we are drafting a Smart Devices policy and similarly, the online 
questionnaire will seek parental input regarding students' use of smart devices in 
school. 
 
New Pedestrian Entrance                                                                                        
As you may have noticed, an additional footpath has been built by Meath County 
Council that will serve as an additional pedestrian entrance at the side of the school.  
We would like to extend our thanks to the Council for their prompt response to our 
request to construct this additional pedestrian entrance and indeed for resurfacing 
the existing footpath. We have engaged a contractor to construct and fit a gate which 
we hope will be completed very soon. This additional pedestrian entrance will help 
improve access and egress of pupils in the morning time and after school.  
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Cash for Clobber                                                                                                     
Our recent Cash for Clobber which was ran by our PA raised a total profit of €792. 
Thank you to all who were involved in the organisation of it. It was a huge success.                                                                                                              

Class Calendars                                                                                                                                                         
Order forms for class calendars were sent home yesterday with the eldest in the 
family. The cost of the calendars is €5 and there is no limit on the amount of 
calendars that can be purchased. If you wish to order calendars please send in 
completed order forms with the correct money into your child's class teacher by 
Thursday the 9th of December. The calendars are a fundraiser for our Parents 
Association. This will be the only opportunity to purchase calendars. you to all who 
were involved in the organisation of it. It was a huge success.   

Christmas Concerts                                                                                                                                                                 
Our annual Christmas concerts won’t be taking place this year due to Covid 19 
restrictions. However, all classes will be performing a song/play/poem from their own 
classrooms which will be sent home via Seesaw. We hope to put it together and 
send it home closer to Christmas.  

Congratulations         

                                                                                              

November has been a very busy month for the arrival of babies in St. Declan’s. 
Congratulations to Ms O’ Sullivan who gave birth to baby Joey, Ms Downes who 
gave birth to baby Liam, Ms Quinlan and Mr Farrell who welcomed baby Cara and 
Mr Mc Loughlin who welcomed baby Esmé. We wish them all the very best of luck.  

Cian Kearins Principal                                                                                                               

Cathy Collier Deputy Principal 


